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A Visit From Governor General Robert Davis

Louise Rumnock, Editor

By: Muriel Cushing

&t was such a nice surprise for all of us to learn
that Governor General “Bob” Davis was going

to be visiting friends in Naples and agreed to be the
speaker at the Standish Colony's January meeting. The
Myles Standish Colony graciously extended an invita-
tion to all of Florida’s 14 colonies to attend.

The meeting was well attended by the members of the
Standish Colony. Many state officers from the Allerton,
Alden, Bradford and Tilley colonies were present to say
hello and welcome Governor General Bob Davis and
his charming wife Jean. It was rewarding to have such a
good representation at this rather impromptu gathering.

Governor General Bob Davis spoke about his goals of
the General Mayflower Society and of the progress and
good rapport being made with the Wampanoag Indians
by Duane Cline.* Emphasis was placed on the impor-
tance of our junior membership, and members were
encouraged to enroll their children and grandchildren.

The Standish Colony thanked Governor General Bob
Davis for attending and announced that in his honor
a second Alden silver book would be donated to the
Naples Library in his name.

Who is the Oldest

About Our Governor General:

Robert Ellis Davis was born

13 January 1930 in Norwich, CT,
the son of Emery Hatch and Edith
Adelaide (Ellis) Davis. He graduated
in 1947 from Norwich Free Academy and from the
University of Connecticut in 1951 majoring in
Industrial Management.

In September 1951, he married Jeanne Louise Clark
and they have two daughters, a son, and four
grandchildren.

He joined the Society of Mayflower Descendants

in the State of Delaware in 1977 and was State
Treasurer, State Governor, Assistant General,
Deputy Governor General and Captain General.
His Mayflower lines are John Alden, William
Mullins, George Soule, and Stephen Hopkins and he
is a member of both the Alden and Soule Kindred's.

*Visit Duane Cline's website where new information about

the lives of the Wampanoag Indians has been added
rootsweb.com/ ~ mosmd/ It is interesting that the Massachusetts
Society of Mayflower Descendants for many years has given a
scholarship to a descendant of the Wampanoag Tribe in gratitude
for their ancestors’ help to the Pilgrims.

Member of the Society?

aohat very question was raised
after the recent publicity

of Mrs. Hazel Luther, a Florida
resident and member of the General
= Society of Mayflower Descendants,
who died in Daytona Beach on January 31, 2003 at
the age of 113. The Elizabeth Tilley Colony believes
they have the oldest and most active member in
Florida. Her name is Lois Bartlett Tracy (pictured
to the left), a descendant of Pilgrim Richard Warren
and a charter member of the Elizabeth Tilley Colony.
She remains an active member of her Colony and
community at the age of 101.

Lois is a well-known artist in her hometown
of Englewood, FL, where she still exhibits her

paintings of “outer space.” In 1993, The Sarasota
Herald-Tribune ran an article about her painting titled
“Textural Space, 1947,” which had been accepted into
the collection of the New York Metropolitan Museum
of Art. The newspaper article also reported on some
of her other accomplishments, such as her Gold Medal
win at the New York’s World Fair in 1936. She has
won about a 100 awards in competitions nationwide.

Lois, the oldest of three sisters, was elected to
the Florida Society of Mayflower Descendants on
17 March 1982. On 24 March 1982, Lois and her
sisters Leah Bartlett Lasbury and Ruth Bartlett
Kukyendall signed the charter organizing the
Elizabeth Tilley Colony in Sarasota, Florida.

SOURCE: Muriel Cushing & Mayflower Quarterly Vol. 69 No. 1




Message from the Governor

Because I was fortunate enough to serve in our
armed forces for four years in the U.S. Navy during
the Korean War, (Having been born in 1928, I was
just too young to serve in World War II though my
Father served in the U.S. Army in France during
World War 1.) I was very taken with the following,
which I received from former Doty Colony
Governor Bunny Halligan:

The Soldier
[ want you to close your eyes and picture in your
mind the Soldier at Valley Forge holding his musket
in his bloody hands. He stands barefoot in the snow,
starved from lack of food, wounded from months of
battle and emotionally scarred from the eternity
away from his family and surrounded by nothing
but death and the carnage of war. He stands,
though, with fire in his eyes and victory on his
breath. He looks at us now in sorrow and disgust
and says:
— I gave you a birthright of freedom born in the
Constitution and now your children are too illiterate
to read it.
— ] fight barefoot in the snow so you may have
the freedom to vote and you stay at home because it
is raining.

New Scholarship Program

— I left my family destitute to give you the freedom
of speech and you remain silent on critical issues
because it might be bad for your business.

— [ orphaned my children to give you a government
to serve you and it has taken democracy from you.
— It’s the Soldier, not the reporter, who gives you
the freedom of the press.

— It’s the Soldier, not the poet, who gives you the
freedom of speech.

— It’s the Soldier, not the campus organizer, who
gives you the ability to demonstrate.

— It’s the Soldier who serves and salutes the Flag
and whose coffin is draped with the Flag, the same
Soldier who thinks so highly of freedom that a
protestor may burn the Flag.

As a Soldier, I ask: Lord, please hold our troops in
your loving hands, protect them as they protect us,
and bless them and their families for the selfless
acts they perform for us in our time of need. Amen.

— Author Unknown

May God bless us all,
George Milton Allerton, IV
Governor

Purpose. The Scholarship Program is designed to
recognize those students, who have demonstrated
high academic objectives and achievements in
addition to direct lineage to a Mayflower passenger.

Objective. Florida Society Scholarship Program
financially awards a deserving student, who has
demonstrated a respect for patriotism and the
institution of American Freedom.

Eligibility/Requirements. Applicants must meet
the following requirements:

1. Twelfth grade student.

2. An unweighted GPA of at least 3.0

3. A citizen of the United States.

4. Proven ancestry to a Mayflower passenger.

The sponsoring relative must be a member of the
Florida Society of Mayflower Descendants.

5. Completed application with a 400-500 word essay
on the Pilgrims, and a photo of yourself to be
forwarded to the State Deputy Governor before
January 1st.

6. Submission of high school transcript.

7. Submission of two letters
of recommendation from non-
relatives, one letter from a high school official.

Funding. The Scholarship Program will be establish-
ed and maintained by voluntary contributions from
Florida Society members, colonies or other appropriate
sources. The State Treasurer will be responsible for
managing the assets of the Scholarship Fund and
will report to the State Board of Assistants.

Awards. Cash awards of $1,000 will be presented
to each student the State Board of Assistants
designates as a recipient. However, the amount
awarded may be increased or decreased depending
on the balance in the Scholarship Fund by the State
Board of Assistants. Formal presentation of award(s)
will be made to the student(s) at the Spring Board
of Assistants meeting in April.

In Summary, all Florida Society members are invited
to donate to this worthy cause and to recommend to
their Colony Scholarship Chairperson any family
members who meet the eligibility requirements.




Colony News

John Alden Colony...

Is planning to have Helen Landers, Broward County
Historian, Dr. John R. Myers, Senior Pastor of the
First United Methadist Church of Ft. Lauderdale,
and Governor George Allerton as guest speakers.

Isaac Allerton Colony...
Is continuing their slide program on the early
days of Palm Beach County.

William Bradford Colony...

Has appointed Georgianna Rios to fill the Colony
Secretary vacancy. They now have 172 members
and 160 junior members.

William Brewster Colony...
Is planning a youth participation meeting for
November 2003.

Francis Cooke Colony...

Had a slide presentation titled “A Walking Tour
of Plymouth” given by Colony Governor Carol
Yovanovich.

Edward Doty Colony...
[s planning a Thanksgiving Dinner on November
15, 2003 at the Naval Air Station in Pensacola.

Edward Fuller Colony...
Is working on plans toward hosting the November
2003 State Meeting.

Stephen Hopkins
Colony...

Is studying the

Mayflower passengers.
Each meeting two members
prepare a synopsis of their '
passenger’s activity in the Plymouth Colony

John Howland Colony...

Gave a Mayflower voyage presentation at a local
school. This presentation resulted in a detailed
article being written in The Orlando Sentinel on
November 28, 2002.

William Mullins Colony...

Is aiding the Florida Society with funding for the
new FSMD Scholarship Program and developing an
endowment trust fund for their Colony.

Myles Standish Colony...

Had Governor General Robert Davis as their
speaker with 86 in attendance including Counsellor
Edward Sullivan, Governor George Allerton and
other state officials. They have also purchased
“Coming to America” kits to put in local classrooms.

Elizabeth Tilley Colony...

Is giving a $2000 scholarship to a senior from the
Manatee County School District. The money is
from member donations.

Family Societies and Associations

Listed below are family societies and associations
for the descendants of Mayflower passengers.
The Alden Kindred of America, Inc.
P.O. Box 2754, Duxbury, MA 02331-2754
Society of the Descendants of Robert Bartlett
P.O. Box 690343, Quincy Center, MA 02269-0343
The Billington Family Society
3107 Holland Street, Erie, PA 16504-1070

The Gov. William Bradford Compact
5204 Kenwood Ave., Chevy Chase, MD 20815-6603

The Elder William Brewster Society
P.O. Box 355, Branford, CT 06405-0355

Francis Cooke Society
295 Young Cove Road, Franklin, NC 28734-2490

The Pilgrim Edward Doty Society
Two Old Waite Road, Petersham, MA 01366-9613

The Francis Eaton Society
60 Sheridan Street, Brockton, MA 02302-2852

The Fuller Society (Dr. Samuel & Edward)
2489 Valley Oaks Circle, Flint, MI 48532-5404

The Pilgrim John Howland Society
365 North Road, Yarmouth, ME 04096-7736

The Thomas Rogers Society
14115 41st Ave. N., Plymouth, MN 55446-3824

The Soule Kindred in America
53 New Shaker Road, Albany, NY 12205-3615

The Warren Cousins
145 New Meadow Road,
Barrington, RI 02806-3704

The Winslow Family Association
P.O. Box 474, Fairview, PA 16415-0474




Common Mayflower and Pilgrim Myths

By: Caleb Johnson (reprinted with permission),
http://www.MayflowerHistory.com, ©1994-2003

MYTH: The Pilgrims stole

the land for their Colony
from the Indians, and
mistreated them.

ANSWER: The
Pilgrims arrived and
found a place to settle,
called Plymouth on
Captain John Smith’s
map of 1614. The native
Indians called the area
Patuxet. The Patuxet tribe had
been completely wiped out in a 1618 plague
(probably tuberculosis or smallpox). The only
Patuxet survivor was Tisquantum, more
commonly called “Squanto” (who had been in
England at the time of the plague). Squanto was
accepted into the Plymouth Colony and acted as
interpreter and negotiator with Massasoit and
the Wampanoag confederation of tribes — the
Pilgrims nearest neighbors. The Wampanoag do
not appear to have expressed any objections to
the Pilgrims’ settlement in the early years, and
in fact they paid Plymouth regular visits and
offered their assistance in many other ways;
Plymouth frequently returned those favors.
Tensions between the Wampanoag and Plymouth
Colony did not start to foment until after the
deaths of Massasoit and his son Mooanam (alias
Wamsutta, also known as “Alexander” to the
English) in the 1660s. The Plymouth Colony
attacked a group of Massachusetts Indians in
1622 near present-day Boston, following the
revelation they were joining together to expel the
English at Wessagussett and Plymouth; and they
joined with other New England colonies in
various conflicts with other Indian groups
including the Pequot (1637) and Narragansett
(1640s). The Plymouth Colony did not take up
arms against the Wampanoag until the 1676 war
known as King Philip’s War.

MYTH: The Mayflower passengers always
wore black and white clothes, without any
color, and had big buckles.

ANSWER: When a Mayflower passenger died,
an inventory of the person’s estate was taken by
the Court, for purposes of probate. These

inventories show that John Howland had two red
waistcoats. William Bradford had a green gown,

a violet cloak, a lead-colored suit with silver
buttons, and a red waistcoat. And William
Brewster had green pants, a red cap, and a violet
coat. Black, white, grey, and brown were by far
the most common colors worn by the Pilgrims,
but they were definitely not the only colors.

The Pilgrims did not have buckles on their
clothing, shoes, or hats. Buckles did not come
into fashion until the late 1600s — more appro-
priate for the Salem Witchcraft Trials time
period than for the Pilgrims’ time period.

MYTH: The Mayflower made a second voyage
to America.

ANSWER: The Mayflower that brought the
Pilgrims to America was never used again as a
passenger ship. From its return in April 1621
until the death of its master Christopher Jones in
March 1622, it resumed its former occupation as
a trading vessel. After Christopher Jones’ death,
the ship sat in harbor slowly decaying while it
was in probate. Christopher Jones gave his part
of the ship to his widow, Josian, and in 1624 an
inventory of the Mayflower was taken. It is
described as being “in ruinis”, and valued at
£128-08-04 (a ship of its size should have been
worth more than £700 pounds). Ships in this
condition were typically broken up and sold for
scrap wood — an extremely valuable commodity
in England at the time.

MYTH: The Mayflower passengers were
mostly old men.

ANSWER: This is one of the most prevailing
stereotypes, due mainly to the 19th century art-
work depicting the Pilgrims. It couldn’t be
further from the truth. The average age of a
Mayflower passenger was 32. The oldest
Mayflower passenger, James Chilton, was 64.
Only five of the 104 Mayflower passengers were
over 50 — and only fourteen Mayflower
passengers were over 40. About 60 passengers
were between 20 and 40 years old. At least 30
passengers were under the age of 17.

As for a gender breakdown, there were 51 men,
22 boys, 20 women, and 11 girls. The oldest
Mayflower passenger still alive to partake in the
first Thanksgiving was William Brewster, at
the age of 54.




In Heartfelt Sympathy

Life Memberships

By: Dorothy Hornus

I have received notification that Mr. Leo Styer,
husband of Betty Styer, Tilley Colony, passed away
Sunday, 27 April 2003.

Any of you who were active in the State Society
and attended State and Triennial meetings these
past few years, know Betty and Leo as an insepar-
able couple, who never missed a meeting until this
year when health problems prevented them

from doing so.

Many of you don’t know or remember that Betty Styer
was first a member of the Gov. William Bradford
Colony. I first met Betty and Leo in November 1978,
when both Betty and I became members of Bradford
Colony, and we sat together at our first luncheon,
and all luncheons after that until Lou and 1 were
transferred to Niirnberg, Germany in 1981.

During those years, anyone from the Sarasota area
who wished to belong to the Florida Mayflower Society
and attend a Mayflower meeting had to belong either
to Myles Standish Colony in Naples, or Bradford
Colony in St. Petersburg. Betty noticed there were
quite a few members of Bradford who came up from
the Sarasota area, and immediately, the wheels began
turning...why not establish a colony in Sarasota!
Betty set about finding out how to charter a new
colony, and started to gather enough members to
start one. By 1982, the deed was done. Mrs. Frank
Davis was State Governor and Bill Staples was
Colony Governor, Bradford Colony at the time Tilley
Colony was chartered in 1982. Being a descendant of
John Howland and Elizabeth Tilley, Betty decided to
name “her” new Colony after the distaff side of her
ancestry, Elizabeth Tilley.

Betty was never idle; she wrote a book on her home
town, a book on Elizabeth Tilley, and many more
things. After being a Colony Governor, Betty became
State Historian, and by the time I was back in
Tampa in 1988, she had just been installed as the
new Governor, Florida State Society.

In 1996, when the Florida State Newsletter needed an
Editor; Betty again, took up the slack, and took on the
responsibility and did a wonderful job until her health
forced her to resign from that task last Fall 2002.

The Florida Society of Mayflower Descendants
family send our sincere condolences to Betty and
her family on Leo’s passing. He was such a fine
gentleman who will be missed by all of us!

A life membership application can be obtained from
your colony treasurer. The member must have
belonged to the Florida Society for one year
before applying.

The life membership fee is based according to

your age:
65+ $350 35-49 $550
50-64 $450 under 35 $600

Please keep in mind that Florida life memberships
cannot be transferred to another state. They are
only valid in the State of Florida as other states
have different fees.

Also, the member must pay dues for one year
after applying for life membership, since the life
membership fee doesn’t generate enough interest
to cover dues for at least a year. Florida had 98
life members as of November 2002.

Junior Memberships

Junior memberships are for children of any age
up to 18 years old. “Any member in good standing
in the State Society may make an application for
junior membership on behalf of any person under
18 years of age who has a proven lineage, meaning
that the Junior is related to a past or present
member of the Society by blood through the same
line of descent through which the member was
approved by the Society. Applications can be
obtained from the Colony Junior Membership
Chairperson and returned to the same for
processing after completion by the sponsor. The
applicant for enrollment shall not be required to
complete lineage papers or prove descent.” The
application and sponsor’s check of $15 (payable
to the State Treasurer) should be returned to the
Colony Junior Membership Chairperson.

Junior members may transfer between the ages of
18 and 25, to a regular membership in the State
Society in which the junior membership is held.
The usual lineage papers have to be furnished
and approved, either prior to or at the time of the
application from junior to regular membership.
No initiation fee will be required.

Congratulations to those Juniors
turning 18 this year!




The Pink Book Dilemma

The Florida State Society’s present policy is to
provide each member with a triennial membership
directory (aka pink book) that contains information
on its by-laws, state officers, and all of the colonies’
officers and members. The process of gathering
and updating information begins in November-
December of the year when there is change of
officers. The State Secretary and State Historian
spend the next 60 days coordinating with the
colonies to compile an up-to-date list of all members
and to verify addresses. The next 30 days are spent
in preparation for printing. The books are then
distributed at the Spring Board of Assistants’
meeting held in April for a total lapse of time

of 5 to 6 months!

The disadvantages of our current
method include:

1. Printing and Mailing Costs. The process is
too slow, impractical and inefficient. The cost has
risen from $2,507 in 1999 to $5,952 in 2003.

2. Quality of Information. Outdated information
because the book is printed every third year. There
is also an 8-month gap between the gathering of
information and the final distribution of the book
to individual members. Printing more frequently
is not financially feasible!

3. Incomplete Information. The pink book cur-
rently does not contain members’ phone numbers
or e-mail addresses due to the their frequency of
change. This argument simply is not true today.
Phone numbers and e-mails would provide a rapid
and more efficient means of communication
between members.

Recommendations made to the Board include:

1. Discontinue. Stop publishing the triennial
edition of the statewide Society directory (pink
book) in the manner in which it is currently
being done.

2. Publish at State Level. Publish a smaller booklet
containing the current Florida Society Board of
Assistants, appointed officers, each colony’s board
of assistants with names, office held, addresses,
phone numbers, e-mail to be distributed to each
member of the State Society Board of Assistants
and each member of each colony’s Board of
Assistants at Florida State Society expense.

3. Publish at Colony Level. Each colony publish
their own directory annually with the Florida
State Society helping to defray some of the cost
upon approval by membership at an Annual

State Meeting.

4. Prepaid Basis. In addition to the recommenda-
tion noted above in number two, members who
desire a copy of the pink book would prepay for the
book including shipping and handling fees. This
would defray the cost at both the state and colony
levels plus prevent the waste of unclaimed books.

Having a disclaimer/use clause was also discussed.
It was determined that every directory published
at any level, from this time forward should con-
tain a clause to be determined, safeguarding the
contents and emphasizing restrictions on use

of the personal information within the directory
expressly forbidding any use of said information
for commercial purposes.

PILGRIM WORD FIND

M{V|A|S|W|O|T|H|A|N|K|S|D|E|G|I|V|R]M]
I|LIDIW|G|S|E|F|LW|P|O|H|C|R|U|H|C|A
R|B|R|N[E|N|T|S|R|E|G|O|R|R|A[O[T|C|R
G|I|OJU|A|R|I |[T|E|S|E|F|L|OW|N[M|H|W
LILIF|HIE|L|H|D|P|K|VIN|JO|S|M|A|S]|I |K
I{LID|O|V|PW|N|O|TIA[E[W|SIE|L|E]|L|S
PII[A|[P|I|E|G|O[D|P|I [RIY|O|J|E[R|T|N
DIN[|R|{L|L|A|C|[L|H|R|Y|R(H|N|R|D|H|O|H
O|G[B[L[H|Y|P|Y|H|F|E|JA[K|E|L|B[T|N|S
FITIWHAISIEIMICIEITILWISIWIFIRIFIAII
Y|O|S|T|L|N|IH|O[S|P|[I |A|O|O[E|[T|W|O|D
BIN|IR|E|Y|[N|I W|U|R|H|F|U|L|L|E|R|O]|N
GIUH[T|I[AIEIK|B|TI|J|U|L|S|F[O|T[W|[A
I [S|IUIPIUIRILIDIP|JIHIAIEINIWI|Y|F|E|T
VIN[TIWIB|NIPIY|LIO|VIF|A|I [T|H[AIB]|S
EIH|Y|K|IVIHIE|J|BIAIH[I |INIWI|IG|J|A|MI[P
S|E|JA|G[N| I |V|I|G|S|KINIAIH|T|E|V]|I |G
Alden Eaton Samson

Allerton Faith Sea

Anne Fuller Soule

Billington Fortune Speedwell
Bradford Hopkins Standish
Brewster Howland Thanksgiving
Brown Mayflower Warren

Chilton More White

Church Pilgrim Winslow

Cooke Plymouth

Delano Priest

Doty Rogers
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Society of Mayflower Descendants in the State of Florida s

66th Annual Florida State Meeting .
November 21-22, 2003

Best Western — Admiral’s Inn

5665 Cypress Gardens Blvd. SE, Winter Haven, FL 33884

Call 863-324-5950 or 800-247-2799 for Hotel Reservations by November 1st,
and mention the Mayflower Society

6 & 8

Friday, 21 November 2003 Saturday, 22 November 2003
3-5 PM ~ Check-in for Overnight 6-9:30 AM - Free Hot Breakfast Buffet
($62.00 + 10% Tax) 8-9 AM - Registration
Registration — 2nd fl. Poinsettia Room 21nd floor Poinsettia Room
6-7 PM - Social Hour (Cash Bar) 8:30-9:15 AM - Board of Assistants Meeting

7 PM - Dinner Banquet i .
Meni choice of either: 9:30-Noon - Annual Business Meeting

Chicken Marsalla with Rice Pilaf - $20.00 or and Memorial Service
Steak & Seafood with Baked Potato - $23.00 All Members are Welcome to Attend

Please make dinner reservations by Nov. 7th. Send your check payable to “Edward Fuller Colony”
Lorraine Hooser, Treasurer, 539 Skyline Dr. W, Lakeland, FL 33801-6459
along with your dinner selection of either Chicken Marsalla - or - Steak & Seafood.
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