
  

 

 

 

 

Volume 34, Issue 2  Summer 2009                                                      Nancy Fodi, Editor 

Volume 36, Issue 2  Summer 2011                                                                        Nancy Fodi, Editor 

Florida      Pilgrim 
Society of Mayflower Descendants in the State of Florida 

IN THIS ISSUE 
 

Page 1: Greetings from Governor Robert Burt 

               

Pages 2 & 3: 74th Annual 2011 Florida Society Meeting 

                      Proposed Slate of New State Officers  

        

Page 4:  Florida Society Cruise through the Panama Canal 

 

Page 5: Mayflower Society General Congress in September 

              New Henry Samson Colony to be Chartered 

 

Pages 6  & 7:  Florida Society 2011 Scholarship Winner 

 

Page 7:  William Bradford Colony Scholarship Winner 

 

Page 8 -11: Spring 2011 BOA Meeting Minutes 

 

Page 11:  One Hundred Eleven Questions & Answers  

                Concerning the Pilgrims - William Muttart 

 GOV. ROBERT E. BURT & WIFE, TRUDY 

Governor 2008-2011 

Society of Mayflower  

Descendants in the State of Florida 

        
 

 

 

 

 

   

 

 

 

 

 

 Since the “LET THE JOURNEY BEGIN” 

STARTED, MAY IT NEVER END. 

  

     Trudy and I have been inspired with the recep-

tion we received from Colonies in our great State 

of Florida that we have visited since our term 

started.  The friendship and hospitality extended 

could not have been more thoughtful. 

      
     The health of our Colonies stands tall. Meet-

ings were well attend, much good fellowship and 

all had good finance reports the meetings were in 

Country Clubs, Golf club houses, VFW Post, 

Yacht Clubs Nursing home, Holiday Inn, Air 

Port  Restaurant. Thanks for your leadership. 
      
    HENRY SAMSON COLONY will take roots 

26 October 2011 in the Fort Myers area. All of 

the Colonies in Florida are invited to attend and 

have at least someone to represent your part of 

Florida. Your Colony may want to present a gift 

to our new colony to be sure they get off to a good 

good start. Clyde Blanchard was appointed orga-

nizing chairman and will be the new Colony Gov-

ernor if elected on October 26. The last  count 

showed 20 members and counting have indicated 

interest to transfer their membership to the Wil-

liam Samson Colony. 

 

     YOUR PARTICIPATION IN OUR STATE 

MEETING THIS NOVEMBER hosted by the 

Elder William Brewster Colony will be full of fresh 

information many of us will receive at the National 

meeting in Plymouth early in September.  
      
     We have many, many folks that are reaching out 

to touch someone and this is FREEDOM OF 

CHOICE, MAY GOD BLESS US ALL! 

 

We will see you in NOVEMBER or before. 

  

       LET THE JOURNEY CONTINUE!   
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74th ANNUAL MEETING  
 THE SOCIETY OF MAYFLOWER  

DESCENDANTS IN THE  

STATE OF FLORIDA   

NOVEMBER 18 & 19, 2011 

MICCOSUKEE RESORT 

Governor Clara Powell and members of the William 

Brewster Colony have planned an interesting and 

exciting annual meeting this coming November at 

the Miccosukee Resort in Miami, Florida. The reg-

istration blank and  more information are on 

page three. Governor Burt is also a member of the 

host colony. A brochure about the Miccosukee Re-

sort with maps is posted on the  state  website  at 

www.flmayflower.com. Registration forms are 

posted there as well. Please get your reservations in 

early to Clara. 

The Miccosukee Tribe of Indians of Florida has a 

proud history, which pre-dates Christopher Colum-

bus. Miccosukee Indians were originally part of the 

Creek Nation, which was an association of clan vil-

lages that inhabited the areas now known as Ala-

bama and Georgia. 

 

Visitors can see the Miccosukee Indian Village  and 

observe the Miccosukee Indians as they engage in 

the art of woodwork, beadwork, patchwork, basket 

weaving and doll making. View historical artifacts, 

paintings by Tribal artists and historical photographs 

of Tribal members as the Miccosukee Museum. Be 

captivated as Tribesmen perform live demonstra-

tions with alligators. Explore the Everglades on air-

boat rides, which pass through the untamed “River 

of Grass” and stop at an authentic, hammock-style 

Indian Camp. 

 

In addition, golfers can enjoy the  picturesque and 

challenging Miccosukee course, which has 27 holes, 

Par 72 at 6,700 yards. Other amenities include a 

swimming pool, sauna, and fitness center, as well as 

the full-service Pa-Hay Okee European Spa to pam-

per yourself with massages, facials, and the full 

range of beauty treatments. Others may want to en-

joy spare time at the  gaming tables and machines. 

SLATE OF NEW STATE OFFICERS 

FOR 2011 - 2014 PRESENTED BY   

THE NOMINATING COMMITTEE  

AT THE APRIL, 2011  

BOARD OF ASSISTANTS MEETING 

 

Assistant General Fran Lopus of the Society of May-

flower Descendants in the State of Florida served as 

Chair of the nominating committee. The committee 

presented a slate of officers for vote at the annual 

meeting in November. Nominations will also be ac-

cepted from the floor at that meeting..  

 

The slate is as follows: 

Governor - Reynolds Cushing  (Tilley Colony) 

Deputy Governor - Kenneth Carter (Chilton Colony) 

Secretary - Jessie Brabham (Mullins Colony) 

Treasurer - Henry Dressel (Howland Colony) 

Historian - Muriel Cushing  (Tilley Colony) 

Captain - James Preston  (Fuller Colony) 

Elder - Jean Albrecht  (Chilton Colony) 

Counselor - Edward Sullivan (Alden Colony) 

Directors: 

Laura Farmer  (Warren Colony) 

Sherman bishop  (Alden Colony) 

Nancy Fodi  (Standish Colony) 

FLORIDA MAYFLOWER SOCIETY 

ANNUAL CRUISE 

OCTOBER 20 - 30, 2011 

PANAMA CANAL 

The Florida Mayflower Society is hosting a cruise 

through the Panama Canal October 20 to 30, 2011 

for members and guests. The group takes an annual 

cruise to different destinations every year. It prom-

ises to be an exciting trip and the opportunity to be-

come better acquainted with other Florida May-

flower members and officers. Registration infor-

mation is on page 4 of this newsletter and is posted 

on the state website as well. We hope you can join 

us. Please get  your reservation in very soon!  
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FLORIDA SOCIETY TO SEND  

SEVENTEEN DELEGATES TO THE 

39TH MAYFLOWER GENERAL 

CONGRESS IN PLYMOUTH 

SEPTEMBER 10 - 14, 2011 
 

MAYFLOWER HOUSE MUSEUM 

PLYMOUTH, MASSACHUSETTS 

 

The Society of Mayflower Descendants in the 

State of Florida will have 17 delegates represent-

ing  our membership at  the 39th Mayflower Gen-

eral Congress in Plymouth, Massachusetts in Sep-

tember. A list of the activities and proposed Con-

stitution and Bylaw changes can be found start-

ing on page 130  of the June 2011 edition of the 

Mayflower Quarterly. 

 

Representatives from Florida include state Gov-

ernor Robert Burt, state Deputy Governor Rey-

nolds Cushing,  state Secretary Jessie Brabham, 

state Historian Muriel Cushing, state Captain                      

Kenneth Carter, past GG Edward Sullivan, DGG 

George Allerton, AG Frances Lopus, Claudia 

Doddington, Renaldo Hamilton, Kathryn Hebert, 

Nelson Kennerson, Sandra Kennerson, Ellen 

Kirby, Janell Lopus, Horace Moody, Larry Peck. 

 

The representatives will have the opportunity, in 

addition to attending the meetings, to participate 

in family society events and attend a number of 

activities of interest in and around Plymouth. 

New officers will also be elected at this session of 

the General Congress. 

NEW HENRY SAMSON COLONY  

TO BE CHARTERED IN  

FORT MYERS, FLORIDA  

ON OCTOBER 26 

The charter meeting of the newly organized 

Henry Samson Colony will convene Wednesday, 

October 26 at the Royal Palm Yacht Club in Fort 

Myers. The Yacht Club is located at 2360 West 

1st Street, just west of McGregor near the Edison

-Ford Estate. The gathering time will be 11:30 

am, with lunch served at noon. Florida Society 

Governor Robert Burt will officiate. Clyde 

Blanchard has been designated at the organizing 

Governor. Acting Historian is Marilyn Fielding 

and Acting Treasurer is Patricia Myers. The new 

colony have nearly thirty Mayflower members 

who have expressed their intention of transfer-

ring or becoming dual members (when their pri-

mary membership is in another state).  

 

Representatives from other Colonies in Florida 

are expected to attend, as well as several state of-

ficers. Florida state Elder Albert Myers has been 

instrumental in spearheading the organization of 

the new colony.  If you wish to attend the charter 

meeting, please contact Patricia Myers at (239) 

481-7539. 

 

The colony has developed a Facebook site and 

hope that readers of this newsletter will “like” the 

new colony, as it takes 25 “likes” (formerly 

“friends”) to get the site established without the 

string of numbers. Visit the site at: 

https://www.facebook.com/pages/Henry-Samson-

Colony/153079831423883  

 

Leadership of the sister colony, Myles Standish 

Colony of Naples, will be in attendance to present 

a gavel to the new colony and wish them well as 

they start on their new journey. Frank Mann, Lee 

County Commissioner, will bring greetings from 

the County Commission. Frank Mann, his 

mother Barbara Mann, and brother George 

Mann, all of Fort Myers, will be transferring to 

the Samson Colony.  The colony is being  char-

tered in anticipation of recruiting new members  

in the Fort Myers and Cape Coral area to the So-

ciety of Mayflower Descendants. They have the 

same spirit as our Mayflower ancestors! 
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FLORIDA SOCIETY ANNOUNCES 

2011 $1,000 STATE SCHOLARSHIP  

WINNER 

CARLSON MARY SAWYER 

The Florida Society Scholarship Committee is 

pleased to announce the winner of the 2011 $1,000 

Scholarship, Carlson Mary Sawyer. Her sponsoring 

relative is her grandfather, Richard Sawyer, of the 

Elizabeth Tilley Colony. Carlson’s Mayflower an-

cestors are John Howland and Elizabeth Tilley. 

 

Carlson’s career goal is to achieve a Bachelor’s de-

gree in Biological Sciences with further plans to go 

to medical school. She hopes to attend Duke Univer-

sity of The College of William and Mary. A 3.9 

GPA and a standing of 5th in her class of 311, plus 

the letters of recommendation confirm her thorough-

ness, high work ethic, her sense of humor, creativity 

and determination to make a difference. 

 

This year Carlson has been involved in a mentorship 

program collaborating with a physician at Hampton 

Veterans Affairs Medical Center in the nuclear 

medicine department. It is not a surprise that this has 

been a successful endeavor, since she has received 

science fair awards in microbiology for the last three 

years. 

 

Carlson has been active in the theater, having earned  

roles in five major school productions and three stu-

dent produced plays.  In addition, she is involved in 

a number of community service projects as a volun-

teer tutor in French, in the Girl Scouts, as a church 

youth representation in the World Vision 30 hour 

famine project, and as a classroom assistant in a 

reading program for impoverished youth. For three 

years, Carly has participated in local home repair 

preparatory projects and traveled to rural areas in 

Appalachia to do week-long construction and repair 

mission service in the summer months. 

 

Carlson Mary Sawyer‟s Winning Essay 

 

“Strange, isn’t it? Each man’s life touches so many 

other lives. When he isn’t around, he leaves an awful 

hole, doesn’t he?” These timeless words were spo-

ken by the character Clarence, a guardian angel, to 

George Bailey in the Classic movie It’s a Wonderful 

Life. Clarence is giving George the opportunity to 

see what the world would be like without him, and 

these words hold meaning for me today as a May-

flower descendant. Thinking about my ancestry in-

fluences the way I view the world around me and 

how I see my responsibilities to that world. 

 

My ancestor John Howland boarded the Mayflower 

as an indentured servant. He was one of the 

“principal men” to sign the Mayflower Compact and 

then gained his freedom in 1621. He married his fel-

low Mayflower passenger, Elizabeth Tilley, and was 

regarded as a leader in the new colony. Despite these 

laudable achievements, John Howland is perhaps 

best remembered as the traveler who fell overboard 

during a terrible storm on the voyage. He left Eng-

land for America as a man willing to exchange free-

dom for hard work and opportunity. He reached the 

shores of the New World because he traveled in the 

company of loyal and faithful companions who had 

the courage and conviction to act on his behalf. My 

existence today is a much due to the courage and 

sacrifice of John Howland, as it is to those who 

acted bravely during this storm to save him. Reflect-

ing on this truth shapes my desire to live into this 

legacy. 

 

I imagine John Howland could see opportunity in the 

New World and was willing to defer his freedom in 

pursuit of something greater. I see myself through 
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 his choices and am inspired by them. I believe I have 

also made choices to sacrifice a comfortable static 

life to pursue challenging opportunities for my fu-

ture. Choosing to be a part of the Governor’s School 

with its rigorous academic curriculum meant sacri-

ficing many extracurricular and group activities with 

my friends in my home high school. I realized when 

I made the choice that long-term opportunities and 

successes demand difficult and often sacrificial 

choices in the short term. I am proud for all I have 

done so far and I know that I am willing to work for 

my dreams. 
 

Because I see my life as a gift born from the courage 

and sacrifices of the Mayflower pioneers, I have a 

strong sense of obligation to hold in high regard the 

welfare of those around me. I want to act in ways 

that show caring and compassion to those who are in 

need, and I want to reach out to those who are strug-

gling with challenges. I have served in my church 

and have worked mission projects in the local com-

munity, in surrounding states, and abroad in rural 

Jamaica. I don’t know what would have been if John 

Howland hadn’t been saved, but I do know that I 

would not be here today. George Bailey learned 

from Clarence what the world would have been like 

without him. I want to always remember why I am 

here and how fleeting life can be. I want to honor my 

Mayflower heritage by living into the ideals these 

people bravely pursued. To do this, I realize how 

important it is for me to be willing to sacrifice im-

mediate personal comforts to achieve my goals. 

More importantly, I want to always be a compas-

sionate and faithful traveling companion to those 

who share my journey. 

 

A NOTE FROM CARLY 

Mrs. Brock, 

I would like to thank you and your committee for 

selecting me to receive this scholarship from the 

Florida Society of Mayflower Descendants.  I am 

truly honored. I have chosen to attend the University 

of Virginia and this scholarship will be used to cover 

a portion of my tuition.  Thank you again for your 

support and confidence. 

 

Sincerely, Carly Sawyer 
  

At the April 28, 2011 general meeting of the Wil-

liam Bradford Colony in St. Petersburg,  Grace Ann 

Wenzel, daughter of member Stephen Wenzel and 

granddaughter of member, Margaret A. Wenzel, was 

announced as the winner of the Colony’s annual 

$1,000 scholarship.  

 

Grace lives in Ottawa, Illinois. She is a Junior Mem-

ber of the William Bradford Colony with application 

papers pending in Plymouth to become a full mem-

ber. 

 

Grace’s educational plan includes attending Drake 

University in pre-law, with a major in electronic me-

dia, specifically broadcasting, with a minor in 

United States history. She wants to be an analyst for 

a major news station. She currently attends Mar-

quette academy in Ottawa and ranks third in her 

class of 47. Her letters of  recommendation were ex-

ceptional. Colony leaders have no doubt that Grace 

with achieve whatever she decides to do. 

 

Grace and Carly represent the bright future of our 

Mayflower Society. 

WILLIAM BRADFORD COLONY 

NAMES 2011 $1,000  

SCHOLARSHIP WINNER 

GRACE ANN WENZEL 
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SOCIETY OF MAYFLOWER DESCENDANTS IN THE STATE OF FLORIDA 

Minutes of Spring, 2011 Board of Assistants Meeting 

 

The April 23, 2011 Florida Mayflower BOA was held at the BEST WESTERN, Mt. Vernon Inn, 110 

South Orlando Ave, Winter Park, FL 32789.  The meeting was opened by State Governor Robert Burt 

at 9:00 AM. The Invocation was given by Elder Dr. Albert E Myers. The Pledge to our American Flag 

and the Salute to our Mayflower Flag was given by Kenneth Carter, Captain. 

 

 Governor Burt welcomed members and guests and then gave his report. A copy is attached to these 

Minutes.Roll Call\and Reading of Minutes was given by State Secretary Jessie Brabham.   A quorum 

was present. Elder Albert Myer moved that Minutes be adopted as printed. It was seconded by Ken 

Carter and upon a vote was carried.  

 

Financial report – Henry Dressel:  Explained Sales Tax Exemption Certificate. Nate asked about re-

funds to Colonies (Life Membership, new  member applications and supplementals). Question about 

Bank change of ownership. (Wachovia to Wells-Fargo) 

 

Officers report   

 Frances Lopus and Florida nominating committee report 

Proposed Officers slate :  

FL State Governor – Reynolds Prince Cushing (Tilley Colony) 

Deputy Governor – Kenneth Everett Carter (Chilton Colony) 

Secretary – Jessie Fish Brabham (Mullins Colony) 

Treasurer – Henry French Dressel (Howland Colony) 

Historian – Muriel Curtis Cushing (Tilley Colony) 

Captain – James W. Preston (Fuller Colony) 

Elder – Jean Livingstone Albrecht (Chilton Colony 

Counselor – Edward Delano Sullivan (Alden Colony) 

Directors-       Laura Lyell Farmer (Warren Colony) 

  Sherman Clifford Bishop (Alden Colony) 

  Nancy Cannon Fodi (Standish Colony) 

 

There being no nominations from the floor, the nominations were closed. Motion by Fran to accept the 

slate as presented was seconded and upon a vote was carried.  

 

Dep. Governor Ren Cushing told about December Cruise.  $500.00 donation was received from cruise 

planner. Nate Heuberger made a motion that this amount will  to go to Trust Fund. Motion was sec-

onded and upon a vote was carried.  

 

Historian Muriel Cushing reported that new members are 15, Juniors transferred 8, Transfers in 3, re-

instated 2 , for a total of 28 new members. We lost transfer out 1, resigned GS3 dropped 54, deaths 12 

for a loss of 70 with a standing total of 1,297 members on the roll. Copy is attached to these Minutes. She 

also talked about Facebook account.  Its contents and purpose is only for Florida Mayflower business. 

Questions about Facebook mentioned that it is good for getting youth involved. Muriel also uses Face-

book to answer questions by members. WEB  FLMayflower.com (State) she answered a question about 

papers by Aline Scott & SS #‟s . 

 

Dep. Gov. Cushing reported that scanning and digitizing of applications is going slow due to staples, etc.  

Possible new Colony – Dr. Albert E. Myers, Elder:  New Colony in Lee County (not confirmed yet ) and 

to be organized on Oct 28, 2011.  Gov Burt assigned Clyde Blanchard as new Governor of that colony. 
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Hank suggested donation by Colonies to help new colony. Fran wants gavel to be given to the new col-

ony by Standish Colony.  Standish Colony is helping with set-up of new Colony.  

 

Elder Myers showed new certificate presentation  folder being presented to families of deceased mem-

bers.   He talked about sending death info to State officers and he also adds comment to obit online 

when possible. 

Colony Governors  

Alden, no report 

Allerton, no report 

Bradford, no report 

Brewster, no report 

Chilton, no report 

Cook, Ruth Ann reported 6 new members 2 deaths for total of 87 members.   

Doty, no report 

Fuller, no report 

Hopkins, Aline Scott  no report  Will e-mail  

Howland, Hank  no report 

Mullins, Richard Sumner II was elected as new Colony Governor 

Standish,  Dick Hazen reported that changing days of meetings didn‟t help with attendance. 

All Standish meetings will be held in Naples.   

Tilley,  Ren Cushing reported 119 members. A Directory has been published and can be obtained 

online.   Ms. Ariella M. Love has been selected to receive their $1500.00 Scholarship. It will be presented 

on May 20 Colony and at Booker HS on 17 May 2011. 

Warren,  Laura Farmer wants their Colony to host 2012 BOA. Richard Wheeler is to be new Governor.  

New Officers have been elected at Feb. meeting and will be installed 14 May. 

Winslow not present, no report. Gov.  Burt made comments about his visit to Colony. 

Committee Reports  

Finance – Standing rules – Nate Heuberger -  Life Membership old fee schedule was moved to new Rule 

#11 NOV 2009.  

Finance committee report 

Combine 13 & 16 to make new #16.  This is now part of Standing Rule #11  
Life Member : The member must pay his/her own dues for the next year after application for Life membership. Fees: age 25-

34 $1500; 35-44 $1200; 45-49 $1000; 50-54 $900; 55-59 $800; 60-64 $700; 65-69 $600; 70 and older $500. (Amended Nov. 20, 

2010) 

A motion was made to add new Fee Schedule  (Eff: 1 Nov 2012) to Standing Rule # 11. Motion was seconded and upon a vote 

was carried. 

2nd Motion to remove „next  year after application‟.  ( new wording below)   Motion was seconded and upon a vote was car-

ried. 

The member must pay his/her own dues for the year of application for Life membership. After paying the dues for the year 

of application, the member is not liable for further Colony, Florida State or General Society dues.  Fees: age 25-34 $1500; 35-

44 $1200; 45-49 $1000; 50-54 $900; 55-59 $800; 60-64 $700; 65-69 $600; 70 and older $500. (Amended April  23, 2010 ) 

 Note: changes to the Standing Rules (Effective Nov 1 2012) 

a. Rule 11 - Under the fee schedule, delete all ages less than 50 years and all fees which are more than 

$900. The revised will be: age 50-54, $900; age 55-59, $800; age 60-64, $700; age 65-69, $600; age 70 and 

older, $500.                                                                                                                      

Effective Nov. 1, 2012, By-Laws change Article III, Section 9: (Adopted 20 Nov 2010 - Effective Nov. 1, 

2012, any member of the Society who has attained the age of 50 years and has been a member for more 

than five years may apply to become a Life Member of the Society of Mayflower Descendants in the State 

of Florida upon payment of a fee set by the State  at an annual meeting. He or she shall thereafter be ex-

empt from personal payment of the annual dues imposed by Article VII of these bylaws. All Life Mem-

bership fees shall be maintained by the State Treasurer in a Life Membership Reserve Fund (LMRF). 

From said fund, the Treasurer shall pay all annual Colony, State Society and General Society dues on 
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behalf of each Life Member who has been reported by the Colony as alive. The administration of Life 

Memberships will be prescribed in the Society's Standing Rules.  

 

AG Fran Lopus :   All recommendations  should be presented in writing at all meetings and given to Secre-
tary/Governor. 
 
 Education – Jean Albrecht; Scholarship – Fullerton, NE cousin reqduested information about pro-

grams The Chilton Players perform.  She wants members to share their history in order to interest new 

members. 

 Scholarship Laura Brock reported that we have  a winner for the $1000.00 State Scholarship,  Carlson Mary 
Sawyer is from Yorktown, VA and she plans to go to med school for nuclear medicine. Her sponsor and 
grand-father, Richard Sawyer is a Tilly Colony member. 
Junior members – James Preston 25 aged out, 8 became regular members, 27 new Juniors added for a total  
of 956 today.  22 juniors will age out in 2011.  He asked about making a Fl Certificate holder for scholarship 
awardee. This question   of a presentation cover will be handled by Ren Cushing. 
COFFEE BREAK 
Newsletter “The Pilgrim” and Website – Nancy Fodi 
Website is updated. Her computer has been down and wants any info for Newsletter to be resent to  her.  
Rev  Myers thanked Nancy and asked if  there was  a Facebook link on website, Nancy can add one.  She 
will do a summer newsletter but we need a new Newsletter chair for Fall report 
Endowment Fund – Ruth Ann Fay:  her report has been filled for tax purposes. Part of $ is in cash. Nate and 
Ruth Ann will talk about financial possibilities. 
Nate moved that Ruth Ann be voted back onto Finance Committee. Motion was seconded and upon a vote 
was carried. 
Publicity – Richard Hopkins – no report 
INVITATION 74th Annual Meeting 18 and 19th November 2011 - Clara Waterman Powell, Governor Elder 
William Brewster Colony reported that State Meeting  info is available for Homestead, FL  Miccosukee In-
dian(Seminole Indians)  Resort.  SR  41 has access but  Turnpike is best access. 
Rooms range from $109 to $189. Banquet price ranging from $34 to $43 is not final. Contract will be signed 
on May 7, 2011. Saturday Lunch buffet will be $11.95. Additional Tribal Tax of 8.7% is not covered by tax 
exemption. Any questions, please phone or e-mail Gov. Burt or Brewster Gov. Clara Waterman Powell. 
Reading of the Compact- Ken Carter 
Blessing for lunch, Benediction and Adjournment:   Elder Albert E. Myers     11:40 

  Wine Cup 
 

Material : Silver. 
Made in London, England, in 1634. 

Owned by Mayflower passenger  
William Bradford. 

A silver drinking cup owned by William Bradford, Mayflower passenger, second Governor of Ply-
mouth Colony and author of Of Plymouth Plantation. The goblet is 7" high with the governor's ini-
tials ‘W.B.’ on one side below the lip. The hallmarked silver cup was handmade in London in 1634. 
The Governor Bradford Cup is now jointly owned and exhibited by Pilgrim Hall Museum and the 

Smithsonian Institution’s National Museum of American History.  
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RECOMMENDED READING 
 

ONE HUNDRED ELEVEN QUESTIONS AND ANSWERS CONCERNING THE PILGRIMS 

William P. Muttart, the author of the book, One Hundred Eleven Questions and Answers Concerning the  Pil-

grims is a member of the Mayflower Society in Connecticut and is also the Secretary of the (Pilgrim) Thomas 

Rogers Society. He is a member of the Connecticut Authors and Publishers Association (CAPA) and, in addi-

tion to researching, writing and self publishing this book, has written a number of articles about the Pilgrims 

for various publications. 
 

Prior to retirement, Mr. Muttart served the U.S. District Court in Connecticut as the Deputy Chief of Probation 

and Parole Services; culminating a career of forty years of service to the Federal and State Courts in Conncti-

cut as an investigator and administrator. In retirement he also worked with the Mashantucket-Pequot Tribal 

Court in Connecticut. He is a graduate of Northeastern University; recently celebrated fifty years of marriage 

to his wife, Jeanne; and has three sons who are Mayflower Society members; two of whom reside in the State 

of Florida.  
 

After learning he was a descendant of William Brewster, Stephen Hopkins and Thomas Rogers, Mr Muttart 

noted that many newpaper articles about the Pilgrims, particulary around the Thanksgiving holiday, contained 

information that appeared to be incorrect or, at the least, highly biased against the Pilgrims. He resolved to dis-

cover the true facts about the Pilgrims for his children and grandchildren and initially planned to assemble 

about twenty questions and answers that could be assembled in a booklet.  
 

After completing his research and having several persons knowledgeable about Pilgrim history review his ma-

terial (including Peggy Baker, Director of Pilgrim Hall Museum and his co-author, Linda Ashley), he had 

twenty books printed for his family and a few friends and also gave copies to Plimoth Plantation and Pilgrim 

Hall Museum in recognition of the assistance they had provided. Although there had been no attempt at that 

time to sell the book, within a week, Plimoth Plantation ordered 30 books and provided the encouragement to 

market this book, believing it would sell well for years to come. Several weeks later, Pilgrim Hall Museum 

also placed an order for books and has also been a major supporter of the book. Since the first printing in 

2007, thousands of copies have been sold despite the fact that, except for offerings to Mayflower societies, the 

book has not yet been marketed outside of the New England area.  
 

Considering that the book was written primarily to address topics that have been the subject of controversy, 

there was an expectation that there would be many challenges to the information presented.  Surprisingly, the 

only challenge received to date was in the first printing when several persons noted that Mrs. Stephen 

(Elizabeth) Hopkins, who sailed on the Mayflower, was incorrectly identified as Mary (the name of his first 

wife).  
 

According to Plimoth Plantation and Pilgrim Hall Museum, many of these books have been purchased by edu-

cators or parents for the purpose of educating their chidren and Mayflower descendants who want to know 

more about their famous and, unfortunately, not always well known ancestors. A continuing effort will be 

made to promote the distribution of this book that many believe provides the most accurate and objective 

overview available of the story of the Pilgrims and their important role in our nation’s history.  

 

The prices for this 8 1/2 X 11, soft covered, 90 page book. One Hundred Eleven Questions and Answers 

Concerning  the Pilgrims, include the costs of shipping and handling; 1 book- $16.00, 2 books- $15.00 

each, 3 books- $14.00 each. Please call for further reductions on larger volume orders. Allow 7 to 10 

days for delivery.  

 

Contact Mr. Muttart at  mayflowerbooks@99main.com or at 860-848-7418. Payment should be 

made to; Mayflower Books, P.O. Box 341, Montville, CT 06353.  

Please note if you want a signed copy or have the book dedicated to anyone. 

mailto:mayflowerbooks@99main.com
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