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Governor Kenneth E. Carter 

GOVERNOR’S MESSAGE 

Dear Fellow Florida Mayflower Society Members: 
 
I’d like to thank all of you for the honor of representing you as your Governor for the 
next three years. I’d also like to thank Governor Ren for his great leadership in keeping 
our “ship on an even keel” for the past three years and to his entire Board – it has been 
my pleasure to serve with you. 
 
I was extremely excited to have my family present to witness the occasion – wife Kath-
leen; son Steven (CT); granddaughter Meaghan, her husband Joseph & their son James 
(WA); granddaughter Erin (MA).  Steven, Meaghan, Erin & James are member of the 
James Chilton Colony. 
 
All Spring Board Meetings have been moved to the last Saturday of April each year – 
this should assist our Colonies in their future planning – the Spring 2015 BOA Meeting 
will be held on Saturday, 25 April 2015 at The Holiday Inn Express Tampa North – 
Temple Terrace (Tampa) FL. Our Fall Meeting & BOA Meetings will be held as follows: 
 20-21 November 2015  James Chilton Colony – The Villages 
 18-19 November 2016 Henry Samson Colony – Fort Myers 
 17-18 November 2017  James Chilton Colony – The Villages 
 16-17 November 2018 John Alden Colony – Fort Lauderdale 
 22-23 November 2019 Elder Brewster Colony – Miami 
 20-21 November 2020 – Gov. William Bradford Colony – St. Petersburg 
As we embark on another term, one of my primary goals is to continue to improve our 
communications between GSMD and our State BOA – the State BOA and our Colonies 
– and our Colonies and their membership – this is extremely important, especially to 
new members. 
 
We want to be able to continue to report that our membership is growing and anticipate 
ideas forwarded to us from all of our State colonies. We will continue to update and 
improve our  bylaws as needed under the leadership of Deputy Governor Jim Preston. 
We will continue to set up new committees, as needed, for establishing guidelines for 
State meetings, compiling a list of available speakers for Colony meetings and gathering 
thoughts for Florida’s involvement in the 2020 celebration. Kathleen and I are looking 
forward to visiting all 16 Florida Colonies within the next three years, beginning with 
our visit to the Standish Colony on 9 January and Chilton Colony on 17 January. Thank 
you for your support and we look forward to our anticipated visits.    
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“All persons over eighteen years of age who are descended from a passenger on the Mayflower on 
the voyage which terminated at Plymouth, New England, in December 1620, shall be eligible for 
membership.”  Article III, Section 1, FSMD By-Laws 
 

MEMBERSHIP CHANGES (from 1  Oct 2014 through 30  Nov 2014) 

 
NEW MEMBERS 

Name    Location  Gen/FL #s  Ancestor  Colony  
Lucas McAllister Brown   Lecanto   87395/5065  William Brewster  Chilton 
Robert Kenneth Spicker Jr. Ft. Myers  87441/5073  William Brewster  Samson 
Carol Ann Kayl Freeman  Spring Hill  87462/5074  Edward Fuller  Chilton 
Billie Ruth Olds Niemann  Odessa   87477/5075  Edward Fuller  Bradford 
Lindi Renee Sotaski  Indialantic  87478/5076  John Howland   Bradford 
Evelyn Lucille Maxwell Verrone Jupiter   87479/5077  Edward Doty  Allerton 
Brian Britton French  Lithia   87404/5070  Edward Doty  Fuller 
Emily Anne Atwood  Orlando   87538/5081  Stephen Hopkins  Howland 
Stephen Sheldon Atwood  Orlando   87539/5082  Stephen Hopkins  Howland 
Joyce Ann Campbell-Vanatter Lakewood Ranch  87540/5083  Elizabeth Tilley  Tilley 
Delores Fernandez Brown Kermode Palmetto  87541/5084  William Bradford  Bradford  
 

REINSTATEMENTS 
Nancy (Howlan-d) Washburne Dallas, TX  59207/3950  John Howland   Standish 

 

 TRANSFERS IN/OUT 

Name    Location  Gen/FL #s  Ancestor  Colony  
Christel Marlene Long Walters Bonita Springs  80409/5071  William White   Standish 
       TRANSFER IN FROM MI #2552 
Jacob John Walters  Windermere  80408/5072  William White  Howland 
       TRANSFER IN FROM MI #2551 
Sarah Jane Patrick  Delray Beach  74842/5078  Henry Samson  Allerton 
       TRANSFER IN FROM OH #2783 
Eva Permills (Churchill) Barton The Villages  64412/5080  Isaac Allerton  Chilton 
       TRANSFER IN FROM LA # 494 
 

RESIGNED IN GOOD STANDING 
Chase Jackson Brooke     82318/4674  Stephen Hopkins  Standish 
Samuel O’Donnell Cahill     70633/3848  William Brewster  Standish 
Nicole Joanne Gudith     85177/4884  James Chilton  Standish 
Robert George Murray     67077/3612  Francis Cooke  Howland 
Maxine Elizabeth Parish Rattrie    84832/4859  Francis Cooke   Warren 
Georgianna Neass Rios     51535/2717  Richard Warren  Bradford 
Mary Winters Turner     65526/3504  Richard Warren   Cooke 
Robin Lee Zabel      84930/4867  John Alden   Warren 
 

SUPPLEMENTALS 
Cheryl Suzanne (Olmsted) Leech    84601/4840  Isaac Allerton  Alden 
Janice Rae Snyder Sly     79752/5053  Francis Cooke   Hopkins 
Jack Parker Hailman     73027/4019  Henry Samson  Allerton 
 

IN MEMORIAM 

 
Name     Date of Death  Gen/FL #s  Ancestor  Colony 
Edward Lawrence Peirson  31 Jan 2014  64710/3454  Degory Priest  Standish 
Margaret Gladys McIntosh Spinney 13 Jun 2014  63486/3351  William White  Bradford 
Jean Elizabeth Baker  21 Oct 2014  70352/3823  Henry Samson   Cooke 
Nomina  Cox Horton  24 Oct 2014  26385/2274  Stephen Hopkins   Bradford 
Blythe Jamieson Thomas   29 Nov 2014  74269/4092  William Brewster  Fuller  
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<><><><><> NEWS FROM ACROSS THE SUNSHINE STATE  -  OUR COLONIES IN ACTION <><><><><> 
 

EDWARD DOTY COLONY 
 

A 
pril showers brought Mayflower descendants and guests to Azalea Trace for our coloniy’s springtime luncheon. We had a 
delicious cold plate lunch consisting of tomato stuffed with chicken salad, a large fresh 
fruit salad accompanied by banana bread and drinks. For dessert everyone enjoyed 

cheesecake with 
blueberry drizzle.  
  
Ellen Addison intro-
duced our guest 
speaker, Patricia 
McCullers, (photo at 
right) whose pro-
gram was entitled 
“Mayflower: After 
the Landing.” She 
addressed many of 
the hardships that 
were endured and related how some of these in to-
day’s world are difficult to imagine, such as wearing 
rough burlap type clothing for a month without bath-
ing, or needing building supplies without heading off 
to Home Depot. Yes, we all admire the fortitude our 
ancestors showed to make their journey to the new 
world and make it home. 
 

WILLIAM MULLINS COLONY 
 

T 
he Fall membership meeting of the William Mullins Colony was held Saturday 18 Oct 2014 at the Elks Lodge #286 in 
Ocala.  The scheduled speaker was Nelson Albrecht whose topic was “The First Comers.” 
 

 RICHARD WARREN COLONY 
 

T 
he Fall membership meeting of the Richard Warren Colony was 
held Saturday 8 Nov 2014 at the San Jose Country Club in Jack-
sonville with 20 members and guests present.  Members intro-

duced themselves and their guests, one of whom was Suzanne  Sa-
chatello, a prospective member descended from John Howland.  After 
lunch, deputy colony governor Alice Clark introduced the guest speaker, 
Jeffrey Spear, the President and Owner of Studio Spear, a leading global 
marketing consultancy operating from Jacksonville Beach.  While not a 
chef, Spear has obtained culinary training from schools in Australia and 
the United States and is the author of two cookbooks "Yum: Tasty Reci-
pes from Culinary Greats" and "The First Coast Heritage Cookbook."  
Spear spoke on the subject of “14,000 Years of Culinary History along 

the First 
Coas t . ” 
At the 
conc lu -
sion of 
the program, Clark presented Spear with a certificate of apprecia-
tion as a small token of appreciation for his appearance.  
 
Governor Selsor reported on the transition of Colony leadership 
for 2014-2017, beginning with a swearing in of the remaining 
colony officers who had not been sworn in at the April meeting. 
In the photo at left, from L to R: captain Ernie Wilkes, treasurer 
Ron Dailey, secretary John Howland, deputy governor Alice 
Clark, governor Harry Selsor, elder N, Miles Schueth and histori-
an Mary Ellen Boyd. 

 
 

Front L-R: Barbara Page, Dorothy Heideman, Bunny Halligan, Ellen Addison, 
Genevieve Tavares, Linda Reinaur, Patricia Crumly, Becky Richardson 
Back L-R: Jerry Crumly, Peter Travares, Patricia McCullers, Jack Halligan, Rachel 
Doty Heideman, Jim Richardson 

L to R: Colony governor Harry Selsor, 
deputy colony governor Alice Clark and Jeffrey Spear 
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Treasurer Ron Dailey reported on the state of the colony’s finances, which 
are strong. He distributed a copy of the complete financial report of the 
colony for calendar year 2014 to date, showing all receipts and disburse-
ments and also showing the funds on hand as of November 7, 2014.  
 
Historian Mary Ellen Boyd reported that since the previous meeting, 2 new 
members have been accepted (Cynthia Grossberg & John Howland), that 1 
application is now pending approval at GSMD headquarters in Plymouth, 
and that she is working with several additional prospective members whose 
applications are in various stages of completion.  
 
Past deputy governor Jon Wheeler, on behalf of himself and his brother, 
past governor Richard Wheeler (in absentia), presented governor Selsor a 
“Governor’s Neck Medallion” (engraved on the front “FL—Richard Warren 
Colony”) as a gift to the colony, to be worn proudly by governor Selsor 
(and his successors) at any and all Mayflower activities.  

 
 JAMES CHILTON COLONY 

 

T 
he third annual Thanksgiving luncheon of the James 
Chilton Colony was held Saturday 8 Nov 2014 at 
the Pimlico Recreation Center in The Villages. Colo-

ny governor Scrib Kelly called the meeting to order and wel-
comed all members and guests. The invocation was given by 
colony treasurer (and FSMD Deputy Governor) Ken Carter. 
The pledge to the US flag and the salute to the Mayflower 
flag were led by colony captain Shirley Smith, who also read 
The Mayflower Compact. 
 
Following the catered lunch of roast turkey with stuffing and 
all the fixins’, the ancestors’ roll call was read by colony his-
torian Tom Hodges and the treasurer’s report was given by 

Ken Carter (pictured at right).  The following slate of new colony 
officers was unanimously elected for the 2015-2017 term of of-
fice: 
 
 Governor Marcia Dalkalitsis 
 Vice Governor  Shirley Smith 
 Secretary OPEN 
 Treasurer Ken Carter 
 Elder  Beverly Hulett 
 Captain  James Roorbach 
 Historian OPEN 
 Past Governor  Scrib Kelly 
 Board Members Tom Hodges 
   Linda Yelland 
   OPEN 
 
These new officers will be installed at the colony’s January lunch 
meeting. 
 

Colony governor Scrib Kelly calls the meeting to order 
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JOHN HOWLAND COLONY 
 

T 
wenty-two members and guests of the John Howland Colo-
ny gathered for the Fall membership meeting on Monday 3 
November 2014 at the Mayflower Retirement Center in 

Winter Park, FL. The meeting was called to order at 12 noon by 
colony governor Hank Dressel. Following the Invocation, Pledge of 
Allegiance to the US flag and the Salute to the Mayflower Society 
flag, guests and prospective members were introduced and the Roll 
Call of Ancestors was held. 
  
Governor Hank introduced the program “George and Martha 
Washington” Bill and Cara Elder (see photo below) who talked 
about the Washington’s transition from Commander-in-Chief of 
the Continental Army to private citizen and becoming the first 
President of the United States of America. Even though the British 
had surrendered at Yorktown, there was much to be accomplished 
for the new nation to become whole. He resigned his commission 
as Commander-in-Chief to become a private citizen but his retire-
ment to Mount Vernon was short-lived. He participated in the 
Constitutional Convention and fought hard for financial justice for 
the Army. While he tried to stay a private citizen, he was elected 
unanimously as the first President of the United States. During this 
period Martha, who had actively participated in support for George 
during the war, actively supported her husband as he worked hard 
to help his new nation become successful. Bill and Cara were won-

derful and their bringing to life this period in 
the lives of George and Martha Washington 
was well received by all present. 
 
 
 

MYLES STANDISH COLONY 
 

T 
he Fall meeting of the Myles Standish Colony was held on Thursday 6 No-
vember 2014 at the Longshore Lakes Country Club in Naples, FL.  The 
menu consisted of traditional Thanksgiving fare – turkey and all of the trim-

mings. Also served was a very special birthday cake with ice cream to honor colony 
member Edith Sachs (photo at left), who celebrated her 100th birthday in Novem-
ber.  Edith C. Sachs was born 8 Nov 1914 in Dayton, Ohio. Her love for history and 
family genealogy was passed on to her from her grandparents and parents.  The 
Cushman Genelogy book was given to her mother from her grandmother. This book 
provided the history of Mayflower ancestors Isaac Allerton, John Howland, and John 

Chilton Colony governor-elect Marcia Dalkalitsis 
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Tilley.  Edith joined the Myles Standish Colony around 1978-79 at the invitation of then 
colony governor, Jane E. Grunwell.  Edith served as colony governor herself from 1993-
1996. She has always been an active member, having served in many capacities. Her 
friendships are many and enduring.  
 
The guest speaker was W. Richard (Dick) Hazen (photo at right), historian and former 
Myles Standish colony governor (2008-2011), whose topic was “The Remarkable Mary 
(Fish) (Noyes) (Silliman) Dickinson.” Mary was the great, great granddaughter of John and 
Priscilla Alden, as well as the third great grandddaughter of Richard Warren, and outlived 
three husbands. Dick published an article regarding this topic in the March/June 2014 
issue of The Mayflower Quarterly. Dick’s power point presentation used scenes from the 
movie made about Mary called “Mary Silliman’s War.” A central theme of his presentation 
was the civilian conflict which went on in the 13 colonies during the Revolutionary War – 
Loyalists vs Rebels — and how it pitted neighbor against neighbor and friends, including 
the fear which existed for non-combatants on an everyday basis along the shore of Con-
necticut and how civilians had to flee from their homes ahead of marauding raiders.  
 

The colony elected new officers for the 2015-2017 term, as 
follows: 
 
Governor  Don Cahill (photo at left) 
Vice Governor  Nancy Ratner 
Recording Secretary Nancy Lemkin 
Corresponding Secretary Ron Benson 
Treasurer  Nancy Talleur 
Historian   Angie Wakefield 
Elder   Alicia Heusser-Purple 
Captain    Michael Garey 
Director   Nancy Fodi 
 
One of these offices, that of Corresponding Secretary, will be 
newly effective upon approval of the proposed By-law change. 
The primary responsibilities of the Corresponding Secretary will 
be preparation of the colony newsletter, maintaining/updating 
the membership/mailing list, and printing and mailing of the 
newsletter.  
 

HENRY SAMSON COLONY 
 

F 
orty-four members and guests of the Henry Samson Col-
ony met for lunch on Wednesday 18 Nov 2014 at The 
Helm Club in The Landings, south of Fort Myers in Lee 

County, FL. Governor Clyde Blanchard opened the meeting. 
Among members present were State Society Historian and AG 
Muriel Cushing and Stafe Society Governor, and General Socie-
ty Captain General, Ren Cushing (photo at right). 
 
Nominatins committee chair Muriel Cushing presented the fol-
lowing slate of nominees for colony office, all of whom were 
unanimously elected and then installed by Governor Ren: 
 
Governor   Ellen Full 
Vie Governor   Clyde Blanchard 
Treasurer  Anne McGuire 
Secretary  Mary Keiser 
Elder   Bill Cox 
Captain   Albert Myers 
Historian  Bob Haff 
Director   Connie Lizak 
Director   Larry Peck 
Director   Muriel Cushing 
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A raffle was held for a beautiful Mayflower afghan to raise money 
for the colony’s scholarship fund.  The winner of the raffle was 
Connie Lizak. 

 
Professor Naomi Chance (photo above) spoke about the first 
Thanksgiving 
 

LETTERS TO THE 

EDITOR 
 

Received Oct 10th: 
 
Letter To The Editor and 
Associates; 
  
I thoroughly enjoy the News-
letter that you prepare and 
distribute via email.  It is 
very well done and informa-
tive.  Best of all, it recognizes the membership with pictures and 
appropriate narrative. 
  
Reading the pdf file is a bit challenging for me because it is an eye 
test, but at my age, that is OK.  Magnifying glasses work just fine.  

{Editor’s Note: When you open a pdf file on your computer, you 
have a built-in magnifying glass which can make the text appear 

larger or smaller. Immediately above the text of the pdf file is a taskbar with numerous buttons to perform functions such as  “open 
file,” “print file,” “attach file to email” etc.  Two-thirds of the way across that taskbar is a white box with a % number in it … click on 
the arrow to the right of that box and select 150%.  The text of the pdf file should fill your entire screen and be easier to read.] 
  
I do realize that to send the newsletter out to individual members requires a little more work, but I do appreciate the effort since I 
am not comfortable with going out to any website if I can help it.  However, if it comes down to going out to a website, I will learn 
enough to live with it. 
  
Thank you for what you are doing. 
  
HAROLD CRAPO, JR. 
Past Governor 
Tilley Colony, 2009-2011 
  
 
 

members & guests awaiting the program (L-R): 
Connie Lizak, Mary Keiser, 

Julia Monastero, Ellen Parmerter and Stanley Parmerter 

Samson Colony’s newly installed governor Ellen Full 
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2014 FSMD ANNUAL MEETING 
 

E 
ighty members and guests of the Florida Society gathered at the Holiday Inn—Lakewood Ranch in Sarasota on Friday and 
Saturday 21-22 Nov 2014 for the 77th annual members’ meeting hosted by the Elizabeth Tilley Colony.  Friday evening 
was devoted to a social hour followed by the traditional Mayflower 

Banquet.  Saturday was devoted to business: the Fall meeting of the State 
Board of Assistants (BoA) followed by the general membership meeting. 
 
Governor Ren Cushing (photo at right) opened the Friday festivities by wel-
coming all in attendance, with special recognition given to former (2002-

2005) state Governor  George M. Allerton IV of Aller-
ton Colony.  A color guard from the ROTC program at 
nearby Palmetto High School presented the colors, 
then Captain Jim Preston led all in the pledge of alle-
giance to the US flag and the salute to the Mayflower 
Society flag.  Governor Ren and Captain Jim joined in 
presenting the members of the color guard with a cer-
tificate of FSMD’s appreciation for their participation. 
 
Governor Ren presented state Treasurer (and Howland 

Colony governor) Hank Dressel with the Governor General’s 
“Commendation Award for Outstanding Service” which had 
been awarded at the 40th GSMD General Congress in Sep-
tember in Plymouth. The certificate states that, “as Treasur-
er, he worked unselfishly to assist colony treasurers and dog-
gedly completed the so important 501(c)(3) application 
process.” Hank is an invaluable member of the Florida Socie-
ty and we all join in congratulating him on his well-deserved 
recognition.  
 
Prior to the serving of a delicious traditional Thanksgiving 
dinner (diner’s choice of ham or turkey), a special ceremony 
was held: the re-enactment of the marriage of Elizabeth Til-
ley and John Howland.  Elizabeth traveled on the Mayflower 

with 
h e r 
par-

ents, John Tilley and Joan Hurst Tilley. John and Joan both died the first 
winter as did his brother Edward Tilley and wife Ann. This left Elizabeth an 
orphan and so she was taken in by the Carver family. The Carvers died 
about a year later, and part of their estate was inherited by their servant, 
John Howland, and Elizabeth became his ward. Although the date of their 
marriage is not recorded, it’s probable that it occurred before 1624, since 
the first of their ten children, Desire, was born that year. 
 
Hopkins Colony governor Alvene Watson (photo at left) acted as narrator, 
while FSMD AG and Historian Muriel Cushing played Elizabeth, FSMD Dep-
uty Governor Ken Carter played Howland, Carter’s son Steven from CT (and 
a member of the Chilton Colony) played Isaac Allerton who most likely 
acted as civil magistrate in performing the ceremony, and Cooke Colony 
vice governor Ruth Ann Fay played one of the witnesses. 
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The colonists would have celebrated Eliza-
beth and John’s wedding with a grand 
feast, so it was fitting that we all celebrated 
the re-enactment with our Mayflower Ban-
quet.  
 
Following our meal, John Mange (photo at 
left) as governor of the host Elizabeth Til-
ley Colony welcomed everyone to Sarasota 
and introduced the guest speaker, John 
Beale (photo at right), Education and Vol-
unter Coordinator of the Florida Maritime 
Museum in Cortez, FL.  John has worked at 
the Agricultural Museum in Flagler County 
and at the Colonial Spanish Quarter in St. 
Augustine. He earned his degree from the 
University of West Florida during which 
time he took part in archeological excava-

tions in Florida and Georgia. John has presented living history demonstrations 
throughout the Southeast for over nine years and has a focus on Florida history 
especially the colonial era. His topic was “Florida’s First Colonists,” focusing on 
the three attempts by the Spanish at colonization and the one attempt by the 
French at Fort Caroline. His illustrated talk was both informative and entertaining. 

 
The door prize raffle baskets were won by Junior member Julia Schlabach of Cit-
rus County (photo 
at left), by Pam 
Peck, wife of Tilley 
Colony historian 
Larry Peck, and 
newly-elected and 
installed Samson 
Colony governor 
Ellen Full (photo at 
right). 
 
Assisting with sales 
of raffle tickets 
were Bradford Colo-
ny governor Laura 
Brock, Ellen Full, 
Samson Colony 
secretary Mary 
Keiser and FSMD 
Secretary Jessie 
Brabham.  See pho-
to at the top of the 
following page. 
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The Saturday business 
session opened with a 
15-minute meeting of 
the State BoA. Seven 
of the eight state of-
ficers were present, as 
were the colony gov-
ernors (or a designat-
ed representative of 
the governor) of all 
16 FSMD colonies.  
Each colony reported 
the names of its 
members recommend-
ed to be dropped from 
active membership fro 
failure to pay 2014 

dues.  FSMD had 1308 total members during November and a motion was made, seconded and carried that the Secretary remove 
32 delinquent members from the active membership roll before 31 Dec 2014. In response to a question from the floor, Counsellor 
Wheeler advised that any member reported as delinquent and included in the list to be dropped would not be dropped if s/he paid 
2014 dues in full before the end of this year. Only the State BoA (not the individual colonies) has the authority to drop a member 
from active (i.e., “in good standing”) status. Such action must be taken before year-end in order that FSMD can avoid paying na-
tional dues to GSMD for members from whom FSMD has received no current dues payments. 

 
Governor Cushing (photo at left) called the general members’ meeting to 
order promptly at 9am.  The invocation was given by Suzanne Adams, Elder 
Nominee, since illness prevented Elder Jean Albrecht from attending.  The 
pledge to the US flag and the salute to the Mayflower Society flag were led 
by Captain Jim Preston.   Governor Cushing noted that more than twenty 
FSMD regular and life members were present and, therefore, a quorum was 
present for the transaction of lawful business.  
 
A solemn memorial service for members departed during the past year was 
conducted by Suzanne Adams assisted by Tilley Colony elder Jim Collins. 
See photo at top of the following page. We lost 25 members from 12 of our 
16 colonies in the past year. Members from each colony stood in respect 
and honor as their fellow colonists’ names were read. 
 
Secretary Brabham read the written report filed by DGG Fran Lopus about 
her attendance at the 40th General Congress in Plymouth last September. 

L to R: Brock, Full, Keiser and Brabham Newly elected Standish Colony governor 
Don Cahill 

State BoA Meeting opens.  L to R: Captain Jim Preston, Treasurer Hank Dressel, Secretary Jessie Brabham, Deputy 
Governor Ken Carter, Historian Muriel Cushing, Governor Ren Cushing.  Present behind the camera was Counsellor 
Richard Wheeler. 
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 FSMD officers’ and committee chairs’ reports were given.  Treasurer Hank Dressel reported 
on the strong financial condition of the Florida Society. A motion was made, seconded and 
carried to approve the budget presented for 2015.  Historian Muriel Cushing reported that 
we had 110 new members join since the 2013 annual meeting. Junior Membership Chair 
Jim Preston reported that 74 juniors aged out this year while 6 have converted from junior 
to regular membership. We have 55 new junior members, bringing total junior membership 
to 960 … 194 in Bradford Colony alone!  In 2015, 60 will be eligible to convert and, if 
they fail to do so, will age out.  Jim read a letter he had sent to Governor Cushing praising 
the exemplary work done promoting the junior program by members David and Mary Kitch-
en of Dunedin, FL.  Education Chair Laura Brock reported she had followed up with 2014 
scholarship winner Grace Winslow who is enrolled at Kenyon College in Gambier, OH, and 
is still interested in a pursuing a pre-med course of study. Grace has won a spot on the 
women’s tennis team by winning 85% of her matches. Colony governors’ reports were given 
or reported as having been filed with the Secretary. 
 
Under new business, a motion was made, seconded and unanimously carried that FSMD’s 
bylaws be amended to read as stated in the special Summer 2014 issue of The Florida Pil-
grim. Governor Cushing thanked Bylaws Committee Chair Ken Carter and the members of 

his committee, all of whom were present, for their tireless 
and valuable work.  
 
Governor Cushing reported on the results of the work of the 
Nominating Committee, who recommended the election of 
the following officers for the 2014-2017 term: Governor—
Ken Carter; Deputy Governor—Jim Preston; Secretary—Jessie 
Brabham; Treasurer—Hank Dressel; Historian—Muriel Cush-
ing; Captain—Helen Bennett; Elder—Suzanne Adams; Coun-
sellor—Richard Wheeler; and BoA members-at-large Laura 
Brock, Alvene Watson and Ron Dailey.  Governor Cushing 
asked 3 times if there were any additional nominations from 
the floor and there were none.  A motion was made, second-
ed and carried that the above slate be unanimously elected. 
Governor Cushing then conducted an installation ceremony, 
after which he passed the insignia of office (i.e., the gavel 
and governor’s neck medallion) to new Governor Ken Carter 
(see photo at left).  
 
The Mayflower Compact was read by new Captain Helen 
Bennett, a courtesy resolution was presented by new Deputy 
Governor Jim Preston to Tilley Colony governor John Mange 

(see photo below) and the benediction was given by new Elder 
Suzanne Adams.  The 2015 annual meeting will be hosted by 
the James Chilton Colony in The Villages on 20-21 Nov 
2015. 

Jim Collins & Suzanne Adams 

FSMD’s new representatives on GSMD’s General BoA: DGG Muriel Cush-
ing and AG Ren Cushing.  Ren is also a member of GSMD’s Executive 
Committee by virtue of his election as Captain General for 2014-2017. 
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LEGAL “STUFF” FROM THE EDITOR 
 

T 
he Florida Pilgrim is the official newsletter and the copyrighted property (© 2011-2014 — all rights reserved) of the 
Society of Mayflower Descendants in the State of Florida (“FSMD”), an unincorporated voluntary membership organiza-
tion recognized by the IRS as a tax-exempt 501(c)(3) educational organization. It is published three times a year in May, 

October and December. Please send submissions, comments or suggestions to the Editor at the postal or email address listed 
above. Items submitted for publication may be shortened or otherwise edited and published at the Editor’s discretion. Photos 
should be in jpg format, be taken using the highest resolution setting on your camera, and be accompanied by identification of 
all persons depicted so an appropriate caption can be included.  Sister Mayflower societies have permission to reprint any mate-
rial with appropriate attribution. All others must obtain prior written permission from the Editor. All published items reflect the 
opinions of their authors and not necessarily those of FSMD, which does not vouch for the accuracy of any information contained 
herein. 
 

MEMBERSHIP INFO CHANGES 

 If you have had (or expect to soon have) a change in any of the following: 

 Your name (e.g., in case of marriage or divorce)  

 Your permanent mailing address  

 Your email address   

 Your phone number   

 Your preference for delivery of the newsletter (i.e., email, online, USPS, or 
none ) 

please send an email to database@flmayflower.com with a copy to the state secre-
tary at fishb32615@aol.com.  Please put “Membership Info Change - _________ 
Colony” in the “Subject” line and fill in the blank space with the name of your 
colony.  Thank you. 
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